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What is the best way to learn how to program?


The best way to learn programming is to jump right in and gets some hands-on experience.  Our goal is to be able to actually create cool stuff, and not just to be able to discuss abstract computer principles.  

What do we need?


1 brain


1 computer with a simple text editor such as Notepad

1 free java compiler downloadable from  

   http://www.javasoft.com
Why do I need a java compiler again?


The java compiler helps translate the programs we write into something that the computer can read and understand.

How do I use the java compiler?


If you are using Windows ® go to the start menu and click on Command Prompt.  This will open a black window for us to type in commands.  First change the folder that our new window is using to the folder where our programming code is.  This most likely should be the desktop and can often be accessed by typing: 

cd desktop

Next run the compiler by typing:


C:\jdk\bin\javac HelloWorld.java

This will create a file called HelloWorld.class.

Now that we know how to use the compiler, let’s write some code.

How do I write a program?


You can write a program by typing commands to the computer in a plain text document.  Later, we will use the compiler instructions above to translate this plain text into, a .class file, something the computer can understand using javac.  

· First, right click on the desktop and create a “New Text Document.”

· Second, right click on the “New Text Document” and rename it to HelloWorld.java

· Open the HelloWorld.java file using WordPad or Notepad

· Type in your java program and save it.

